
The computer Sheds contain the Jim Austin 
Computer Collection, over 1000 computers 
in over 10,000 sqfeet on display telling the 
story of the technological development of 
Computers. The collection was started by 
Prof Jim Austin in the early 1980’s and now 
one of Europe's largest collections. 

You will see how computers developed 
from the simple abacus, through to experi-
mental machines, then into office, science 
and engineering systems to home comput-
ers that we all use today. 

The collection also includes a valve radio exhibition 
and an engineering workshop display. THE 
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  T H E  J I M  A U S T I N  C O M P U T E R  C O L L E C T I O N  
 

H O M E  O F  T H E  C O M P U T E R  T H A T  F O U N D E D  

S U N ,  C I S C O ,  S G I  A N D  T H E  M O U S E  H O U S E  

Open by Appointment 

 

The Computer Sheds 

Fimber 

East Yorkshire, YO25 9LY, UK 

 
Phone: 01377 236382 

E-mail: austin@cybula.com 

 
WWW.COMPUTERMUSEUM.ORG.UK 
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The collection houses a number of  computers of 

national and international importance and is the 

home of the worlds first SUN computer in existence  

which was also the basis of CISCOs first product  

and the first network router in the world, the AGS 

router, and  the basis of Silicon Graphics first ma-

chine the SGI IRIS terminal.  The computer has also 

the worlds first commercially available mouse by 

Mike Hawley who built the mice for the Xerox Alto, 

the worlds first production machine to have a 

mouse. 

Phone: 01377 236382 

E-mail: austin@cybula.com 
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The collection houses a number of distinct tech-

nology areas, Super Computers there are elev-

en Crays, the most recognized of the fastest 

computers, an IBM BlueGene - we hold the first 

of these into Europe, A Fujitsu VPX covering 

about 400 sq feet—now the power of a Raspber-

ry-Pi.  

Mainframes an IBM main frame from 1986 that 

was the main computer for Cambridge Universi-

ty, and cost over $24million in 2016 money.  

Computer Games The first Home Games ma-

chine, the Magnavox Odyssey, over 1500 

games on cassette, Atari's, Amstrad, Sony 

and many others. 

Home Computers BBC, Commodore, Sharp, 

ARM, PET, Amiga, Apple - what did you have?,  
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The  Recent History of Computing Museum 

Early development systems, Nascom 2, UK101, 

Scrumpy,   and many others 

Calculators from 1908 to present day, a fine collec-

tion of HP and mechanical calculators. 

Applications of computers; military - f15 flight com-

puter, control  - Marconi TAC from the mid 1960’s 

Major business system computer manufacturers with  

a comprehensive display including ; 

HP 300, 3000, 9000 series including the fist touch 

screen computers made. 

IBM PC, PS1, 2, 3, RT , thinkpad including the 

‘butterfly keybord and the original PC. 

Silicon Graphics Indy, Crimson, Iris, 2000 including 

the large box that the machines came in. 

Tandem ultra reliable, Transputer 800 and 9000 se-

ries, Analogue computers. 

A huge Digital Equipment Corporation (DEC) collec-

tion - over 100 different models including PDP 8, 11 

and 12, MicroVAX, VAX as well as Systime comput-

ers. 

 
ALTAIR 8800 - First widely sold PC 


